
To the Select Committee into Local Government, 

The Robson enquiry into Local Government recommended that the function of all three levels of 

Government should be defined before the structure and allocation of resources is determined. 

The States independently of each other formed local authorities to look after some services that 

were delivered locally and in WA these were referred to as “roads boards” as road construction and 

maintenance were their primary role.  Over time and with legislative changes these roads boards 

became semi-autonomous governments.  The role of Local Government is to deliver services to local 

communities although unfortunately their specific roles and responsibilities have not been clearly 

defined by the State Parliament.  

Without clarity of purpose some (many) of these local governments have set their own agendas and 

are encroaching not only in areas that are naturally the responsibility of the State and others that fall 

within the responsibility of the Federal governments but have also immersed themselves in social 

issues that are outside of what a normal person would expect of a local government.  

Some examples that the Town of Victoria Park, where I reside has involved itself in of late include: 

• Sponsoring of fashion parades, Funding and promoting entertainment events. 

• Making overt political statements by painting footpaths in rainbow colours. 

• Organising and funding a “team” to represent the people of Victoria Park in a gay pride 

parade in Northbridge. 

• Declaring a Climate Emergency. 

• Banning plastic utensils in the Town. 

• Running an educational series on the new Federal government Health Record. 

• Resolving to request the Federal Government increase Newstart allowances. 

• Requesting the Federal Government relax the immigration laws. 

• Attempting to introduce laws to control trees on private property. 

One area of interest to myself is that of water safety and Swimming. Over the years local 

governments have encroached into this part of children’s education. I remember when I was a young 

child some 30 years ago swimming lessons were conducted during school and that it was a State 

Government Education department responsibility to teach children water safety and swimming. 

Now we see State Government and Local Government conducting the same activities. 

Local Government are ill equipped to deal with State and Federal issues and are easily influenced by 

their own social views or those of minority groups. State members of parliament are democratically 

elected to represent their constituents in the State Parliament.  It is inappropriate that the resources 

of a Local Government be used as a lobbying vehicle for minority groups to force the will of a few on 

the State.  

Ratepayers and Residents are represented in Parliament by their democratically elected local 

member who is there to represent them.  Local Government Councillors are not elected on a State 

or Federal platform and their views in those arenas are irrelevant, therefore their lobbying efforts 

should be ignored and prohibited.   

The role of Local Government should be clearly defined by the State Parliament. 

Local Government should be prohibited from using their resources, Ratepayers Funds, for the 

purpose of publicly campaigning or lobbying of Parliaments on matters that are outside of their 

jurisdiction. The practicality of enforcing a restriction or prohibition on Local Government political 



activities is largely dependent on there being a clear definition of the Local Governments roles and 

responsibilities. 

Local Government is not capable of defining its role and any attempt by a Council to limit the Local 

Governments activities will likely be met with stern opposition from one or other minority group 

who only have to rally a small number of voters to threaten a Councillors seat.  It cannot be left to 

Local Government to set its own limits; it is State Parliaments responsibility to provide that clear 

definition.  State Governments have demonstrated on several occasions their own reluctance to deal 

with Local Government and this select committee may present the only opportunity to clearly define 

Local Government before the sector becomes too politically powerful to deal with. 

The greatest and most welcome impact of the committee by the silent majority will be the 

emergence of a clearly defined role for Local Councils. 

 

Regards, 

Jason Frehner 




